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Investment Insights: The Case for Global 
Diversification

YOUR CONTACT

HOLIDAY HOURS

Wednesday, December 24: 
6am – 2pm PT 

Thursday, December 25: 
Office closed

Thursday, January 1:
Office closed

BULLETIN UPDATE

There will be no Bulletin 
published for December 31, 
2014. 

EVENTS
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Last week AssetMark’s Zoë Brunson, CFA, Director of Investment 
Strategies hosted an in-depth discussion of trends in domestic, 
international and emerging markets. She was joined on the call by 
investment leaders from DoubleLine, Litman Gregory, BlackRock, 
and City National Rochdale.

A replay of this conference call is now available. Key take-aways 
include: 

• Recent Divergence in Central Bank policies resulted in 
differences in the performance of market indices and 
opportunities outside of the US.

• We are likely to see a return to volatility, which can lead to 
investor uncertainty. See complete story.

Additional Resources

• An email/letter template, based on this call, is available for you 
to make your own and send to clients.

• You may also demonstrate key points with clients using Global 
vs Domestic Performance Comparison over Historical 
Bull/Bear Markets chart. 
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BlackRock Strategist Update

The BlackRock Multi-Asset Income strategy on the Manager Select 
platform was expected to close on February 15, 2015. However, it 
will remain open for the near future as a specific date is yet to be 
determined.

We look forward to sharing more details about the BlackRock 
replacement strategy—with similar portfolio characteristics and more 
flexibility—which will launch in the coming months.
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Exciting Enhancements to Client Statements

Starting in January, you and your clients will be able to locate key 
information faster in our new AssetMark Trust Quarterly Account 
Statement.

The new formatting and design for graphs, charts and transactions 
make it easier to find important information via:

• A Table of Contents for accounts included in the statement, 
with section page numbers

• Account Summary with account balances and cash flows
• Snapshot of Account Features (e.g., systematic withdrawals 

and linked checking accounts)
• Income Summary
• Realized Gain/Loss Summary for taxable accounts

See highlights of our new Account Statement.

The calendar has been 
updated to reflect first quarter, 
2015 events.

Year-End Message from 
AssetMark CEO, Charles 
Goldman

IN THE NEWS

AssetMark provides great 
perspective for advisors, as we 
head into the New Year:

Building Long-Term Value for 
Your Practice 

How to Make 2015 the “Year of 
the Client” 

STRATEGIST UPDATES 

Recent Strategist Allocation 
Changes

QUICK LINKS

Order Marketing Materials
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Get a Head Start on Tax Season

To help you make tax season more streamlined for your clients, our 
Tax Resources site offers new information and tools:

• 2014 Cost Basis Legislation & Fixed Income Reporting Guide
◦ Explains the IRS reporting requirements for debt 

instruments and what steps your clients may need to 
take by 12/31/14

◦ See a sample email for use with your clients

• Two new RMD calculators for computing Required Minimum 
Distributions: 

◦ Beneficiary RMD Calculator – for RMDs for 
Beneficiaries of a deceased IRA owner

◦ RMD Calculator – for standard RMDs

View updated mail dates for tax year 2014 for all custodians. 

AssetMark Trust Tax Package Mailed or 
Available Electronically by February 27, 2015

Securities issuers often provide revisions after tax information is sent 
to investors. By mailing in late February, AssetMark Trust will likely 
capture all of the revisions issued for the securities your clients held 
during the year.

To assist you in your communications with clients, we’re providing 
FAQs and an email template.

Back to top

Stay Competitive in 2015 with a Solid Strategic 
Plan

You’ve invested time, effort, and talent into your practice—because 
you love your work and you’re good at it. However, if you’re like most 
advisors, you probably need to focus more time on the process of 
building and managing the business. Today’s top performing firms 
develop and execute on strategic plans to drive growth and success. 
A solid strategy will help you:

• Set clear goals that can be monitored and measured
• Separate what is important from what is irrelevant or a 

distraction
• Align goals and strategy with decisions, people and processes 
• Build self-confidence based upon the successful achievement 

of goals

Now is a great time to take a step back and create a clear plan for 
your business for the new year. Here is a simple worksheet to get 
you started.
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